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35. 8d. was paid * to the musicion that came to bring the
sound of the bell \l In the case of the bells recast
for the church of St. Mary-at-Hill, London, in 1510,2
we have first an entry of 6%d. paid ' for Reves labour and
his brekefast for comyng from Ludgate to Algate to
here the iiij bell in tewne ' ; and then, as apparently the
churchwardens were not satisfied with his report, 8d.
paid ' for wyne and peres
at Skran's howse at Algate
for Mr. Jentyll, Mr. Russell,
John Althorpe, John Con-
dall and the clarkes of
saynt Antonys to go and
see whether smythes bell
wer tewneabill or not '.
Possibly the decision in
the case of this fourth bell
cast by William Smith was
not satisfactory, as the
' great bell' seems to

have been entrusted to William Culverden, a con-
temporary founder, many of whose bells, bearing his
rebus of the culver or wood pigeon, still exist.

The bell having been fitted with an iron clapper,
swung from a staple inside the crown of the bell by
a leathern baudrick, was fastened on to a massive wooden
stock furnished at its ends with gudgeons, or iron pivots,
to work in the'bronze sockets of the frame, and was now
ready to be hung in the belfry. But although it was now
a finished ' trade article ', there was yet one more process

Bishop consecrating a bell.
15th cent.

f

Hist. MSS. Com. Rep,, v. 593.
Ch. Ward. Accts., St. Mary-at-Hill (E.E. T.S.).